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What is Auvik?

Auvik is a cloud-based system that makes it dramatically easier for small and mid-
sized businesses to build and manage their IT networks.

Can I test Auvik before buying?

Yes, you can! Auvik Networks offers a free trial of their application. Here’s what the 
system requires:

• 1 vCPU
• A virtual platform: VirtualBox, VMware Fusion, VMware Workstation or VMware 

ESX/ESXi
• 8GB of available disk space
• 2GB of memory
• Internet Explorer 10 or higher, Chrome, Firefox, Safari
• Windows 7 or higher, Mac OS X
• Your best email address (they send your account activation to it) 

Can I put the Auvik software into GNS3?

Yes, you can! If you don’t want to try Auvik on your own network, or are trying it out in 
your home lab, you can easily integrate it into GNS3.



Here are the steps for installing Auvik and getting it running inside GNS3. If you’ve 
already signed up for your Auvik account, skip to Step 2.

Step 1 – Register 

Go to the Auvik website and put your name and email address in the signup form on 
the right. Auvik will send you a confirmation e-mail and a link to finish the registration 
process. Please use your best available email (the one you actually check!) as that’s 
where Auvik will send your account confirmation.

 

 Here’s what you’ll see after you successfully create an Auvik account. 



Step 2 - Download

Once you’re registered, you’ll need to log into your new Auvik account and download 
their virtual appliance. I’ve decided to change the name of the .ova file because I don’t 
want my domain name used in the import of the appliance.
 
Here’s the virtual appliance.

Now that I have the appliance, I need to import it into VirtualBox (my virtual machine 
of choice).



Step 3 – Set up

From here, select the newly downloaded image.



When you locate your file, VirtualBox fills in the settings by default. Be sure to check 
Reinitialize the Mac address of all network cards. Then click Import.

Step 4 - Configure

Now that the Auvik virtual appliance is in my VirtualBox, it’s time to configure GNS3 to 
use that VM.
 

1. Open your GNS3. I’m using version 1.2.
2. Go to Edit → Preferences.
3. Click on VirtualBox VMs.



Click New, then locate the Auvik virtual appliance.

Click Finish. Click Okay.



Step 5 - Finish

Back at the main GNS3 topology window, add your Auvik virtual appliance to your 
existing topology. I keep a default topology handy to test software. I now drag my new 
virtual machine and connect it to the same switch that forwards traffic to an interface 
where my router is running a DHCP service.
 
You know you’ve got it working when you see something like this:
 



Step 6 - Enjoy!

After the Auvik appliance is running, I go back to my Auvik account online. After an-
swering a couple of questions, I now get a pretty cool view of the network running 
inside my laptop:

Scrolling down, I see some cool stats:

The great thing about this appliance is that you can put it into your test environment, 
then log in remotely and check things out.
  
Thanks for reading.

Matt Raio, GNS3


